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Ekkam - 1. Vet (Spear/lance)
When a father refused to give his daughter in marriage to a king he swore thus: 'Tomorrow I shall wed her; or else I shall enter the upper world where heroes go, with ray body wounded by the leaf-like lances of the enemies in battle" (Puram,34i :ii-ie). Warriors with hero's anklets took their spears from sheaths made of tiger-skin and began to fight with the enemy (Pati.io: 3-5). The king in his war-camp spent a sleepless night, thinking of his tuskers which had forgotten their mates because of the pain caused by the wounds from the spears of the enemy (Muiiai.68, 69,79). Warriors with bright swords who had cut off their enemies' heads in battle, placed their sharp-stemmed spears against the door (Maiai. 488-490). The hero parted from his beloved, carrying in his right hand a noble spear, his strong mind desiring manly enterprise in the lands beyond the mountain where alien languages were spoken. (Akam.2i5:i-5). It rained, accompanied by lightning dazzling like the famous spear held aioft in the field of battle by the victorious Pantiya king, the monarch before whom his foes fled (Akam.312:10-14).
2. Val (Sword)
Many kings suing for the hand of a maiden, fought against her brothers who killed their enemies making their flood flow like river; their sharp swords become broken and blunted in the battle; with their wounds still covered by wads of cotton, they were fearful to -look upon
(Puram.353:il-17).
3. Kotari (Battle-axe)
Golan Ilaficetcenni was master of
the battle-
field where eagles and vultures hovered over-head while the goblin-maiden holding aloft a huge hand severed by a battle-axe, with the entrails of the fallen soldier coiling around her legs, danced wildly singing in a wailing voice (Puram.
370:22-27),
4. Pataikkaruvikal (Weapons of war) Enemy kings opposing Kalankaykkanni narmut-ticceral would tremble to think of his great fortress where his war-drums sounded; swords made up the walls, lances the defensive forest, the sharp blood-smeared weapons of war released by bows covered the moat (Pati.33:7-12).
Ekku - 1. Vel (Spear/lance)
Netunceliyan holding a bright-leaved lance in his hand killed opposing kings in battle, capturing their war-drums (Puram.26:4-7). Seeing the enemy riding upon a war-elephant his spear held to the right, a certain soldier plucked the lance that had pierced his chest and threw it at the enemy and slew him (Puram.274:4-6). Armies were described fancifully thus; "The rolling waves moved like tuskers; the spray at the crest of the waves resembled the bows of bowmen; at the edge of the shields, the spears shone like the fish in the sea (Pati.50:8,9).'Planting their shields and their lances on the ground like the shield and lance placed in honour of a dead hero in front of his memorial-stone, men fought in the battle-field (Pat.71-72,78,79). The male kite called aloud for its tribe to eat the flesh of the wayfarers slain by the spears of the cruel warriors in the fearful desert-tract (Akam.363;9-i4). The maid refused permission to the hero for the tryst by night, asking him if it were proper for him to come to their hamlet at the hill-side in the narrow pathway, at darkest midnight, armed only with a spear in his hand (Nar.i68:6-n). The wife chastised her husband with looks sharp as the with tears (Puram. 136:6-9). In the jungle hit by drought, the snake would grow lean in body like a cloth-bag used to pack things in (Akam.313:10-12).
